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In this announcement we present two theorems which show that a major portion of Doeblin's and Harris' theory may be derived without making the standard assumptions about the reference measure which have characterized this theory (see [8, p. 4 [5] , [6] ). The second theorem is due to Jamison under the additional assumption that Suslin's conjecture holds. Our notation and definitions are taken from [1] (
ii) X is normal. (iii) X=H+I where H is recurrent in the sense of Harris and I is either inessential or improperly essential.
SKETCH OF PROOF. The equivalence of (ii) and (iii) is known (see [5] , [6] 
